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-^EDITOOTIxM^OTES.^ 



New Professors of Hebrew. — We welcome to the fraternity of Hebrew profes- 
sors Bev. Darid A. McClenahan, who has just been elected to the chair of Old Tes- 
tament Literature in the United Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Allegheny 
€ity, Pa.; and Rev. Wallace W. Lovejoy, who has been elected to the same chair 
in the Reformed Episcopal Divinity School, just established in Philadelphia. 

These men were busy city pastors, none busier. Yet with all their pastoral 
cares, they found time during their work, and (without injury to their health) 
during their vacations to prosecute their Bible studies. The time which many 
ministers waste was employed by these men in a work, the great advantages of 
"which they are now just beginning to enjoy. 

If these gentlemen never succeed in doing anything more, they have demon- 
strated the fact that, whatever may be said to the contrary, ministers have time, 
if they will but use it, for the exhaustive and scientific study of the Divine Word. 

The Institutions, to which these men have been called, are to be congratu- 
lated upon the fact that they are to have in their faculties men who have prepared 
themselves for their work in the midst of, and in spite of, the arduous labors of 
a ministerial life. 



The Amherst Hebrew Club. — Our readers may be interested to learn that a 
Hebrew Club is in successful operation at Amherst, Mass. The Club comprises 
Bev. J. F. Genung, Professor of Rhetoric, Mr. L. H. Elwell, Instructor in Greek 
and Sanskrit, and Rev. J. W. Haley, author of "Alleged Discrepancies of the 
Bible " and editor of the Lowell Hebrew Club's " Translation of Esther." Lat- 
terly Dr. T. P. Field, Professor of Biblical Interpretation and of Hebrew, has 
contributed to the interest of the Club by his presence and co-operation. 

The Club are engaged upon the Book of Ecclesiastes. They are making a 
new and carefully literal translation from the Hebrew, which is to be accom- 
panied with copious notes illustrating the text. 

The translation will not be ready for publication for some little time, since 
the Club will spare no pains to make the forthcoming Commentary thorough and 
exhaustive. They find great pleasure and profit in their work. Meetings of the 
Club are held weekly, and the members engage in their work con amore. The 
word of God, like a rich mine, abundantly repays those who delve therein. 

It is one of the cheering " signs of the times " that numerous Hebrew Clubs 
are coming into existence in our country, and that such thoughtful, laborious and 
reverent study is bestowed upon various books of the Bible. 



The Vividness of Old Testament Representations.— How many ministers have 
ever studied the prophecy of Hosea, so as to grasp the great truth of the book ? 
How many Bible students have comprehended the depth of divine love there por- 
trayed? No representation in the New Testament except that of John iii., 16, 17 
and those based upon the same thought surpass it. The fulness of the recon- 
ciliation between God and the people has never been more beautifully, more com- 
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pletely and more tenderly set forth than in the matchless words of the conclusion 
of the first parable of the unfaithful wife, " I will betroth thee unto me forever." 
The word betroth is used, the word suggestive of pure maidenhood, the word 
which indicates that no past sinful infidelity is to be remembered ; all that is for- 
given, forgotten, never to be called to mind. " Yea, I will betroth thee imto me 
in righteousness and in judgment and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will 
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness; and thou shalt know the Lord." (Hos. 
II., 19, 20.) The parable of the prodigal son even does not equal this as a picture 
of divine love, treating the adulterous wife, who wrongs her husband, far more 
than any prodigal does his father, — treating her as though of virgin purity, one 
who had never sinned. 

Thus do we find in the Old Testament things old and new ; and this is done 
by no fanciful allegorical interpretation, but by the most rigid historical and 
grammatical exegesis. And herein lies the great force of Old Testament truth, 
viz., in its manner of presentation. What models it furnishes to those who in 
our day are called to proclaim the same truth, under the same circumstances ! 



The Outcome of the Higher Criticism. — There are three views as to what the 
result of the Higher Criticism will be : 

1. One class of students, those who denounce it in every shape and form, 
are very confident that if such work continues, the Bible will be lost to us. The 
adoption of such views even as those held by moderate critics will so modify the 
estimation in which the Sacred Books are now held, that these Books, as thus 
considered, will no longer be the Bible, but rather a collection of ancient records. 
The acceptance of these views in any form means the rejection of the inspiration 
of the Bible; means, in other words, the placing of the Bible on a level with other 
literature. The Higher Criticism is of the devil, and so are all who teach it. 

2. A second class, those who advocate it in its more destructive forms, in- 
solently and irreverently assert that the Bible, as we have it, is but a mass of 
tradition, but that this rubbish, when sifted by the critical process, and arranged 
according to the law of that great principle, development, will be found to contain 
all that is needed as a basis for our religious beliefs. Higher Criticism, accord- 
ing to the view of this class, tlierefore, is to revolutionize completely the com- 
monly entertained opinion in reference to Sacred Scripture. 

These two classes are therefore in substantial agi'eement. The first class say, 
if the critical process be continued, it will destroy the Bible ; the second class 
say, the critical process is to continue and the Bible of to-day, the Bible as men, 
to-day, accept it, will pass out of existence. A large proportion of the first class 
are so pessimistic as practically to concede that the Bible is already fast losing its 
hold, and that each successive age its influence is diminished. Many, however, 
believe that by frowning down upon this great evil, by denouncing those who 
propagate it, the time will come, in the providence of God, when men will think 
as of old, and just as their fathers have thouglit. 

3. But there is a third class, some of wliom favor the views of the higher 
critics, some of whom do yiot. It is the opinion of this class of students that the 
" higher criticism," at least in its more moderate application, contains much that is 
good, and that even the evil which characterizes it will be overruled by the all-wise 
God and made subservient to good. This class believes that, however antagon- 
istic the attitude of the critics may be, however destructive their conclusions may 



